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423-892-2846 * nmrants@yahoo.com
® 2016—Indianapolis, IN ® 2017—Orlando, FL ® 2018—Kansas City, MO
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ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM

NMRA AP CERTIFICATE REPORT
JANUARY 2015
GOLDEN SPIKE
North Central Region
David Capron, Suttons Bay, Michigan
David Vinci, Mattawan, Michigan

Niagara Frontier Region
Donald Pettitt, Brantford, Ontario

Pacific Southwest Region
Edward Treaster, Hemet, California
Martha Treaster, Hemet, California
Ray Walton, Hemet, California

MASTER BUILDER — CARS
Mid-Eastern Region
Thomas Griffiths, Howell, New Jersey

Pacific Coast Region
Dave Connery, San Ramon, California

MASTER BUILDER — STRUCTURES
Lone Star Region
Jerry Wilson, Kyle, Texas

Pacific Southwest Region
Paul Chandler, Tucson, Arizona

Southeastern Region
John Travis, Hoschton, Georgia

MASTER BUILDER — SCENERY

Northeastern Region
Fred Dellaiacono, Oakland, New Jersey

Southeastern Region
Perry Lamb, Kennesaw, Georgia

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER — CIVIL
Mid-Eastern Region

Ernest Little, Manassas, Virginia

Pacific Coast Region
Dave Connery, San Ramon, California

Pacific Southwest Region
Gordon Geiger, Tucson, Arizona

MODEL RAILROAD ENGINEER —
ELECTRICAL
North Central Region
Gary Evans, Fort Wayne, Indiana

Northeastern Region
Fred Dellaiacono, Oakland, New Jersey

May 2015

CHIEF DISPATCHER

North Central Region
Alan Bell, Fort Wayne, Indiana
Gary Evans, Fort Wayne, Indiana
William Gawthrop, Oakland, Michigan

Northeastern Region
Erich Whitney, Derry, New Hampshire

ASSOCIATION OFFICIAL

Lone Star Region
Chris Atkins, Argyle, Texas

Niagara Frontier Region
Richard Sparrow, Fonthill, Ontario

Pacific Coast Region
Dave Connery, San Ramon, California

Southeastern Region
Peter Youngblood, MMR, Kennesaw,
Georgia

ASSOCIATION VOLUNTEER

Lone Star Region
Gert Muller, Murphy, Texas

Mid-Eastern Region
Richard Foley, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Northeastern Region
John Dochring, Pepperell, Massachusetts
Jeffrey Hanke, Cheshire, Connecticut

Did you

Now online at www.nmra.org

The first three EAUTRAIN® clinic presentations have

MODEL RAILROAD AUTHOR

Northeastern Region
William Rooke, Plattsburgh, New York

Southeastern Region
Matthew Coleman, Talking Rock, Georgia

MASTER MODEL RAILROADER

Dave Connery, San Ramon, California,
MMR 551

AP QUESTIONS

Ifyou have questions about the Achievement
Program or requirements, start with your lo-
cal or Region AP manager. If you still have
questions, contact Frank Koch at fikoch@
hotmail.com If you prefer to write, contact
Frank at 4769 Silverwood Drive, Batavia,
OH 45103.

MMR GROUP
All Master Model Railroaders (MMR)
are invited to work with other MMRs by
contacting C.J. Riley, MMR, at ¢jriley42@
yahoo.com.

MMRs: Master Model Railroader shirts

and extra patches are available by contacting
HQ in Soddy Daily, TN

kn ow7

been posted to the members' section on our website. To
download these presentations, log in to the NMRA
website as a member, click on "EDUCATION" at the top
of the screen. Click on "EduTRAIN" on the drop-down
menu, and then "EAuTRAIN Clinics" in the blue box on
the right side of the screen. The clinics include scenery
strategy, modeling slate roofs, and signals.

EduTRAIN® clinic presentations are now online!

47



MMR EARNED

DAVE JACOBS EARNS MMR 548

nner city Detroit in the Great

Depression of the 1930s pro-
vided a tough lifestyle. Then I
came along. My father worked
long hours for very little mon-
ey to support his family. Yet, I
somehow had an O27 Lionel
train set. Selling shoes (fairly
incompetently) while going to
high school left little time for
trains.

Fortunately, the University
of Michigan accepted me
in 1949, and I found myself
competing with much better-
prepared students. There were
unforgiving requirements for
academic success. Medical
School at Michigan required
even more effort, and intern-
ship there was still more rigor-
ous. When I began a residency
in Pathology at UM, there was
intensive study and work and still no time
for trains. Pathology was a four-year pro-
gram, but after the first year the U.S. Army
provided an invitation I could not refuse.
I became Chief, Laboratory Service at two
US. Army hospitals. The second was Irwin
U.S. Army Hospital at Fort Riley, Kansas. It
served the garrison there, the First Division
(the BigRed One) and the dependents and
retirees about the installation. I studied well
past midnight on a regular basis, in terror
of making a mistake. I was not only the top
banana in pathology there, I was the only
banana.

Returning to the UM to complete
my training, and then beginning practice
in Kansas City, there still was no time for
trains. I worked as hard as I could to serve
my profession honorably. I was elected
President of the Medical Staff at my hos-
pital and of other professional organiza-
tions. I was published professionally and
was Editor in Chief of nine editions of the
Laboratory Test Handbook, a bulky text de-
scribing the medical significance of a wide
variety of laboratory tests. (I hope copies
were not used too often as doorstops.) My
major interests were in surgical pathology
(especially tumor diagnosis) and transfu-
sion medicine. I became book review editor
of a medical journal. I was a VA consultant
and was drawn into other activities as well.
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Our four kids and I built a small 027
layout in the basement. Then, our house
burned down. As the kids grew older, they
developed other interests. We became cat-
amaran sailors, and the offspring became
proficient on the water.

When our then only grandchildren
moved to Boston with their parentsin 1994,
my wife Judy and I wanted to attract them
back to Kansas City, at least for vacations.
I bought a kit intended to build industrial
shelvingand created a train table. T had never
heard of L-girder construction, and at that
point had never read a book or magazine
about model railroading. Things worked
for a while. As the more senior grandkids
grew older, they developed other interests,
but my enthusiasm for model railroading
continued. As other grandkids came along,
we expanded the layout and began to learn
about the art of model railroading.

Somehow, I stumbled into the Turkey
Creck (MCoR) group — the NMRA
Division in Kansas City. I was amazed and
humbled by the incredible competence and
widely diverse abilities of a lot of individu-
als... many among them were extremely
helpful and patient with me. Attendance
at meetings progressively enhanced my en-
thusiasm. I would never have considered
reaching out for an MMR credential were
it not for the inspiration and support of so

many individuals. I cannot begin to thank
them sufficiently. They are what kindness
is all about.

My wife and I presently enjoy a fairly
large backwoods steam era 1:48 layout com-
posed of O and On30 lines with an empha-
sis on logging. We think that our model
railroads, like the real world, must have
hills, mountains, valleys, and canyons but
without corners. Scenery goes over the top
and down the sides. Our railroads include
the fictional Serendipity & Western and the
Clemens Logging Company, a prototype
Michigan-California Logging Company
logging camp, as well as Union Pacific and
Santa Fe.

I am now proudly Dave Jacobs, MMR,
appreciating my teachers, mentors, and
friends in Turkey Creek. To the rest of the
world, I am David S. Jacobs, M.D., FACP,
an 83-year-old, who wishes he had gotten
into model railroading earlier in life. It is
great fun and enormously satisfying.

AP Certificates — Dave Jacobs

Model Engineer - Electrical
Model Engineer - Civil
Model Railroad Author

Master Builder — Cars
Master Builder — Scenery
Master Builder — Structures
Master Builder - Prototype Models
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