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NMRA BULLETIN

2011 NMRA National Convention Dates and National Train Show Reservations:
2011—Sacramento, CA July 3–9, 2011 www.x2011west.org

Train Show Booth Reservations—Debbie Draper, HLM, Registrar • 10837 N. 34th Place, Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310 • (602) 569-9072 • natltrainshow@aol.com
• 2012—Grand Rapids, MI • 2013—Atlanta, GA •2014—Cleveland, OH

Administrative Department Manager — 
Jenny Hendricks
4121 Cromwell Rd 
Chattanooga, TN 37421-2119 
O: 423-892-2846 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: nmrahq@aol.com

Education Department Manager — 
John M. Lowrance. MMR
8611 Norwich Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78217
(210) 822-2628
e-mail: educate@hq.nmra.org

Education Department Assistant Manager — 
Fred Bock, MMR
5923 Windhaven Dr.
San Antonio, Texas 78234-2132
(210) 653-5947 e-mail: fbock4@aol.com

Howell Day Museum Manager — 
John E. Roberts, MMR (O) 
104 Heritage Pointe 
Williamsburg, VA 23188-7894 
H: 757-345-3797 O: 757-345-3118
Fax: 757-345-6944
e-mail: museum@hq.nmra.org

Information Technology Department
Tim Klevar
13570 Grove Drive #227 
Maple Grove, MN 55331
(612) 293-8698
itmgr@hq.nmra.org.

Kalmbach Memorial Library Manager — 
Brent Lambert
4121 Cromwell Rd, Chattanooga, TN 37421 
O: 423-894-8144 Fax: 423-899-4869 
e-mail: lib@hq.nmra.org

Fund Raising Department Manager — Vacant
If  interested in this position, contact Mike Brestel

Australasian Region—David Howarth
22 Kamilaroy Road, West Pymble NSW 2073
H: 61 2 9498 4995 M: 61 411 555 588
e-mail: president@nmra.org.au

British Region—Robin Swan 
H:(44) 1189-792448 e-mail: brprez@hq.nmra.org.

Lone Star Region—Bill McPherson
4402 Vista Creek Dr. Rowlett, TX 75088-1818
H: (972) 463-9721 
e-mail: lsrprez@hq.nmra.org

DEPARTMENT &
PROGRAM MANAGERS

REGION PRESIDENTS

rev 7-1-11

MAP Department (Marketing, Advertising, 
Promotion) Manager — Tom Draper, HLM, DSA, 
FA
10837 N 34th Place
Phoenix, AZ 85028-3310
H: (602) 953-1681 Fax (602) 953-0751 
e-mail: map@hq.nmra.org

Meetings and Trade Show Department Manager 
— Robert Amsler, Jr.
514 Dover Place
Saint Louis, MO 63111-2338
O:(314) 754-2688 F:(314) 353-9131
e-mail: conv@hq.nmra.org

Member Services Department Manager — 
Howard Goodwin 
79 Cross Branches 
Acworth, GA 30101 
(770) 529-2103
e-mail: horn69@bellsouth.net

NMRA Communications Director
Gerry Leone, MMR
6459 Smithtown Road
Excelsior, Mn 55331
gerryleone@earthlink.net

Publications Department Manager — 
Larry DeYoung (HO, O)
54 Waterloo Rd 
Devon, PA 19333-1458 
H: 610-293-9098 Fax: 610-293-1715
e-mail: pubs@hq.nmra.org

Standards and Conformance Department
Manager—Didrik A. Voss, MMR (HO)
15226 12th Dr SE 
Mill Creek, WA 98012-3082 
O: 425-337-5222 F: 425-337-6084 
e-mail: tech-chair@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Central Region—Richard A. Briggs, MMR
4397 Hidden St Grove City, OH 43123 
e-mail: mcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Continent Region—Paul Richardson, MMR
1703 NE 181st Street, Smithville, MO 64089
(H) 816-866-4043
e-mail: mcorprez@hq.nmra.org

Mid-Eastern Region— John Janosko
264 White Cedar Lane, Youngsville NC 27596-9196
H: (919) 562-0260 e-mail: merprez@hq.nmra.org

Midwest Region—Bill Litkenhous
2509 Windwood Dr., Bedford, IN 47421
H: (812) 275-3634 e-mail: mwrprez@hq.nmra.org

Niagara Frontier Region—Richard Roth
PO Box 309, Waterford PA 16441-0309
814-796-0133
e-mail: nfrprez@hq.nmra.org

North Central Region—Jack Watson
31683 Hiddenbrook Drive
Chesterfield Twp., MI 48087
H: (586) 598-7407 e-mail: ncrprez@hq.nmra.org.

Northeastern Region—George ‘Scooter’ Youst
104 Bent Tree Lane, Baldwinsville, NY 13027
H: (315) 303-0100 e-mail: nerprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Coast Region—Pat LaTorres, MMR
2081 Home St., San Leandro, CA94578
H: (510) 317-7456 e-mail: pcrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Northwest Region—Walt Huston
1210 141st Street E., Tacoma WA 98445
H: (253) 535-2043 e-mail: pnrprez@hq.nmra.org

Pacific Southwest Region—Don Fowler
10768 Sayers Ct., San Diego, CA 92071
H: (619) 787-1930 e-mail: psrprez@hq.nmra.org

Rocky Mountain Region—Harold S. Huber Jr. 
1405 Dana Ave., Sheridan, WY 82801-2405
H: (307) 672-8471 e-mail: rmrprez@hq.nmra.org

Southeastern Region—Joe Gelmini 
170 Camelot Dr, Fayetteville, GA 30214 
H: (770) 460-8873 e-mail: serprez@hq.nmra.org

Sunshine Region—Barrett Johnson
3113 Ortega Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32312-1832 
(850) 385-9722
e-mail: ssrprez@hq.nmra.org

Thousand Lakes Region—Gerry Miller
1040 Hawkeye Drive, Dubuque, IA 52001
e-mail: tlrprez@hq.nmra.org
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Mid-Continent Region
Dennis Brandt, Norfolk, Nebraska
James VanDelden, Wayne, Nebraska

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Civil

Lone Star Region
Bill McPherson, Rowlett, Texas

Model Railroad Engineer — 
Electrical

Lone Star Region
Bill McPherson, Rowlett, Texas

Mid-Continent Region
Dennis Brandt, Norfolk, Nebraska
Ryan Moats, Omaha, Nebraska

Niagara Frontier Region

Richard Senges, Victor, New York

Association Official
Mid-Central Region

Robert Weinheimer, MMR, Charleston, 
West Virginia
Susan Werner, Belle Vernon, Pennsylvania

Niagara Frontier Region
Don Hillman, Guelph, Ontario

Pacific Coast Region
Rod Smith, Fremont, California
Ron Tarjany, Woodland Hills, California

Association Volunteer
Mid-Continent Region

Ryan Moats, Omaha, Nebraska
Ted Tschirhart, Kansas City, Missouri

NMRA AP Certificate Report 
May 2011

Golden Spike
Mid-Continent Region

Todd Petersen, Minden, Nebraska
Penelope Smith, Iowa City, Iowa
Ted Smith, Iowa City, Iowa

Mid-Central Region
Glenn Yoder, Dalton, Ohio

Northeastern Region
Charles Sabia, Manchester, Connecticut
Fred Wintsch, Durham, Connecticut
Michael Wlochowski, Manchester, 
Connecticut

Niagara Frontier Region
John Becker, Rochester, New York

Rocky Mountain Region
Harold Buhler, Casper, Wyoming
Robert Charles, Ranchester, Wyoming
Richard Lenzer, Story, Wyoming

Master Builder — Cars
Mid-Continent Region

Dennis Brandt, Norfolk, Nebraska

Master Builder — Structures
Mid-Continent Region

Dennis Brandt, Norfolk, Nebraska

Master Builder — Scenery
Lone Star Region

Bill McPherson, Rowlett, Texas

MMRS Earned

North Central Region
Howard Andrews, Canton, Michigan
Martin LaForte, Canton, Michigan

Northeastern Region
Alan Bliek, North Attleboro, Massachusetts
Bruce Robinson, Sandown, New Hampshire

Niagara Frontier Region
Don Hillman, Guelph, Ontario
Graham MacDonald, Baden, Ontario

Pacific Coast Region
John Houlihan, Fresno, California

Rocky Mountain Region
William Henry, Centennial, Colorado

Model Railroad Author
Mid-Continent Region

James VanDelden, Wayne, Nebraska

North Central Region
Glenn Joppich, Livonia, Michigan

Pacific Coast Region
Chuck Harmon, Fresno, California

Pacific Northwest Region
James Murrie, Lakewood, Washington

Pacific Southwest Region
Ron Tarjany, Woodland Hills, California

Rocky Mountain Region
Fred Morton, Albuquerque, New Mexico

Sunshine Region
Allen Crowley, Ocala, Florida

David Howarth earns MMR 454

Unlike a number of modelers, I was not 
influenced by a family member to en-

joy railways. I was born in England, and a 
trip to London as a small boy included a 
visit to Hamley’s toy shop. A large O scale 
display in their store really fascinated me, 
and I wonder if that was the beginning of a 
lifelong fascination of railways. Traveling on 
overnight steam-hauled trains to Scotland 
are other fond memories of the past. Train 
spotting, which was all the rage with small 
boys in Britain in the 1950s, saw me cross-
ing off locomotive numbers in one of Ian 
Allen’s published books, which were com-
mon then. Obviously railways were in the 
blood! 

I am a civil engineer by training, and 
have had the pleasure of designing and 
managing the construction of many trans-
portation projects around the world. I am 
a Buckeye, having studied for a master’s de-
gree at Ohio State University in 1969/70. 
Why did I not take photos of those coal 
trains that used to hold me up at railroad 
crossings on the way to lectures at OSU?

My railroad modeling started in my 
early 30s after we had moved to Australia. 
Australia has some very fine railway model-

Gary J. Burdette Earns  MMR  457

I have enjoyed trains for as long as I can 
remember — all scales and all eras. My 

mom told me I could identify automobiles 
by manufacturer at age four. My dad loved 
cars, and as an electrician, he was interest-
ed in technology and industry as well. He 
made it a point to search out the factories 
and railroads each time we went up the 
Baltimore & Ohio’s Ohio River Line and 
into Pennsylvania to visit my aunt and un-
cle. That curiosity in cars expanded to other 
areas. I am sure these experiences fueled my 
love for our hobby and of my desire to teach 
science, resulting in my involvement in both 
areas throughout my life.

When I was five years old “Santa” 
placed a Lionel Pennsy turbine, cabin car 

(caboose), and related freight cars under 
our Christmas tree.  We (he) ran the wheels 
off of that thing!  I scenicked my loop of 
“mainline” track with Lincoln Log struc-
tures and Marx plastic trees, along with 
my Marx tin-plate, Roy Rogers ranch set.  
Later, I added the Marx Cape Canaveral 
rocket set to the scene. Around age nine, I 
discovered Model Railroader magazine and 
learned about scratchbuilding. With some 
wooden cotton swab dowel rods, tongue 
depressor, and electrical tape, I built my 
own version of the Lionel conveyor belt 
coal loader.  Modeling and running trains 
was under way.  The rest is history, as they 
say, as I’ve been building ever since.

As I began my teaching career in the 
early 1970s, I started modeling trains more 
seriously through kit-building, kit-bash-
ing, and scratchbuilding. In 1976, I joined 
both the NMRA and the Chesapeake & 
Ohio Historical Society.  The former has 
provided the standards and techniques to 
guide me, and I have used information 
from the latter to duplicate the history 
of the C&O through modeling in HO 
scale.  While becoming interested in the 
Achievement  Program early on, I sort of 
jumped from thing-to-thing in my model-
ing.  I was modeling numerous items and 
writing about my work in the “Basement 
Subdivision” column of The Chesapeake & 
Ohio Historical Magazine (I later became 
its editor) and authoring “Modeling the 
Chesapeake & Ohio.” However, I never 
completed any area to compile all the re-
quirements needed to receive a certificate. 
Thus, it took me 20 years to get my first 
certificate and another 15 to finish up. So, 
I’d advise one to keep on modeling but stay 
focused if interested in acquiring certifi-
cates in a timely manner.

I guess I never got in a hurry because 
of my associations with the people in the 
C&OHS, the St. Albans C&O Modelers, 
and my buddies from Division 9 (Mid-
Central Region, NMRA) “The Coal 
Division.”  The enjoyment of my hobby 
and sharing of similar interests with others 
have provided a bond that goes well beyond 
the trains to the aspect of knowing people, 
which has been the most important part 
of my journey. So, thank you all for the 
friendship, encouragement, and support 
throughout the years. Extra appreciation 
goes to Lin Young, Jerry Doyle, and Bob 
Weinheimer, MMR for their friendship. 
And, for my wife, Janie, the warmest of 
thanks and gratitude for all your support. I 
have enjoyed your company on all our train-

related outings. I could never have done any 
of this without you all.

A number of years ago, the grandson 
of a good friend said it all when he com-
mented, “Paw Paw, me love me trains,” as 
he viewed the three-rail layout his grandpa 
and I had built. Well, I love “me trains,” and 
I imagine you do, too!

Gary has earned the following certificates: 
Golden Spike, Author, Chief Dispatcher, 
Scenery, Motive Power, Structures, Cars, 
and Volunteer.

ACHIEVEMENT PROGRAM ers. At an exhibition in the Sydney Town 
Hall, I saw a few men demonstrating the 
construction of O scale Midland Railway 
brass coach kits. I was hooked! So began 
an enjoyable period of modeling with a 
few kindred spirits working on layouts and 
models of rolling stock of the Midland 
Railway in Britain around the early 1900 
period. My career kept me very busy, so my 
own layout, Beaumouth, which is a typi-
cal fiddle-yard to terminus O Scale layout, 
took years to progress. Nevertheless you 
can see the layout, if you go to the NMRA 
Australasian Region website at www.nmra.
org.au then to Layout Tours, then Layouts 
run with DC to my name. This layout has 
since been transported to Brisbane to form 
part of a very fine British layout.

The track work on Beaumouth was 
hand laid; structures scratch built and re-
search on the Midland Railway (MR) en-
sured that the layout had a distinctive MR 
flavor. Some while ago now, I scratch built 
a MR 0-4-4 tank locomotive, which took 
about 400 hours spread over a year.

When I rejoined the NMRA in Sydney, 
Australia, some six years ago, I put up my 
hand to be the Librarian of the Region. 
From there I became a Committee member 
of the Regional Committee, Vice President, 
and am currently serving as President for a 
two year period. I have enjoyed contribut-
ing to the NMRA, and following retire-
ment from full-time employment two years 
ago, have found the fellowship in model 
railroading gained within the NMRA has 
helped the retirement transition immensely. 
This volunteer work introduced me to the 
Achievement Program, and I have really 
enjoyed achieving the awards. My goal is 
to strive to complete the awards I have not 
yet attempted, as they will stretch me out 
of my comfort zone. 

Currently, my wife Yvonne and I are 
going to move home in the next year, having 
bought a property which will allow for the 
construction of a railroad room for a large 
O Scale layout of the New York Central 
from Weehawken, New Jersey, and up the 
West Shore line. I hope my work on the new 
layout will enable me to complete the goal 
of achieving other AP awards.

I encourage all members to enter the 
Achievement Program, and assure you; you 
will enjoy the experience, learn a lot, and 
become a better modeler.

David has earned the following certifi-
cates: Golden Spike, Scenery, Author, Motive 
Power, Structures, Volunteer, Civil, Official, 
and Master Model Railroader. 
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Andrew R. Dodge earns MMR 453

Model railroading became a passion 
for me in my childhood. My father, 

Harry P. Dodge, built layouts in the base-
ments of our homes beginning just after 
World War II through the end of his life 
in 1972 that were loosely based in the 
Southern Railroad. Unlike so many others 
in the hobby, I never had a Lionel set. I went 
directly from a wooden train to the won-
ders of HO with snap-track and plasticville 
buildings for Christmas in 1956. Working 
with my father, I built my first real layout 
in one corner of his large layout. It was a 
fictitious branch line logging operation in 
the Carolinas. 

However, my real love of railroad-
ing had already begun to be centered in 
Colorado. In 1953, the family took a trip 
out west, which included several days in 
Colorado. The real focus of that part of the 
trip was to take the Silverton Mixed from 
Durango to Silverton. My father was able to 
get us on the train, which in my case was a 
seat on a load of 2x4s stacked in the baggage 
car. What a thrill of a ride for a little boy to 
see the canyons and mountains of the San 
Juan. Since there were no reserved seats, 
after eating lunch at the Grand Imperial 
Hotel, my mother took my two brothers 
and me back to the train early, and we got 
seats in the cupola of one of the two ca-
booses hooked at the end of the train. This 
fascination with mountain railroading came 
to full fruition following several other trips 
to the state in the 1950s and introduction 

to two fabled roads in the Columbine State. 
The day after coming home from school for 
summer vacation in 1960 I discovered my 
father’s book on the Denver, South Park 
& Pacific Railroad, and for my 18th birth-
day, he gave me a copy of a book on the 
Colorado Midland. During those years, I 
built my first layout based on a western, 
mountain railroading theme. 

Like most first efforts at a layout, ev-
erything was not a total success, but it was 
a real learning experience. It was great run-
ning the layout and using my imagination to 
overlook the shortcomings. While building 
the layout, my father offered comments and 
suggestions that would improve my work, 
which were not always received with due 
appreciation, but other modelers who came 
over to the house were always interested 
and made positive remarks. This positive 
reinforcement gave me the support to real-
ize that I was on the correct path and had 
achieved some level of success. 

One of the most important gifts my 
father gave me was the ability to see and 
think about railroading in its natural envi-
ronment. Beginning during the late 1950s 
and until my father’s death filming some 
of Germany’s last steam operations in the 
city of Trier, his real passion in railroading 
was to travel and record on 16mm film the 
railroads of the world. He always had the 
knack of finding some of the most scenic 
spots to take his shots while never forgetting 
what railroads do and how they work in all 
their various facets. 

After building my own home, I began 
construction of my own HO/Hon3 lay-
out based on the Denver & Rio Grande. 
Exuberance in this case was fatal, and the 
layout was an example of the mistake many 
modelers make, a lack of attention to detail 
and how real railroads operate. However, it 
served as a lesson in how to create a proper 
layout: having a sense of what kind of layout 
you want and keeping your eye on the final 
objective, attention to detail, knowing your 
subject and applying that knowledge, avoid 
flights of fancy into the unrealistic, histori-
cal research through books and onsite visits, 
and applying your artistic talents to create 
the impression of reality in a medium that 
requires great compression and distortions 
due to limited space.

Upon my return from living in Germany 
during the mid-1980s, my interest in model 
railroading turned to building my dream 
layout of the Denver, South Park & Pacific 
Railroad in its early years. Realizing the 
shortcomings of earlier efforts, I focused 
on recreating a simulated prototype layout 
based on the year 1882. Fortunately, I had 
my father’s book on the line plus several 
others collected in the 1970s and 1980s, 
which contained a rich collection of pe-
riod photos. Relying on lessons learned, I 
decided to network with other modelers 
who worked in On3 since I had no previous 
experience in the scale nor knew what was 
available in parts or kits. It became readily 
apparent that adhering to a set period and 
prototype requirements would demand a 
lot of scratch building, but parts were avail-
able from several suppliers. 

In developing a track plan, many com-
promises would have to be made, but the 
one rule I wanted to maintain was the con-
cept of “less is more.” My Rio Grande layout 
had been a lot of track and little attention 
to quality scenery. This time I wanted a be-
lievable track plan that would come close 
to the prototype with lots of accurate scen-
ery. To achieve that end, I took two trips 
to Colorado in the 1990s with the express 
purpose of collecting dirt and small stones 
to use as ground cover and also take exten-
sive color photographs of each area to better 
replicate each scene on the layout. Keeping 
to my objective and constantly reminding 
myself of what had caused shortcomings in 
my earlier layouts paid-off. 

In working for my Master Model 
Railroad certificate, I learned another im-
portant lesson. Even after years of holding 
open houses and operating sessions with 

other highly skilled modelers, I still had al-
lowed a few things to remain uncompleted 
or not up to the highest quality. My friend 
Stan Knotts asked me to host the local 
NMRA group to an open house with the 
enticement of a six month membership in 
the NMRA. I had been a previous member 
but let my membership lapse, and during 
that period I had become interested in the 
Achievement Program but failed to pursue 
it. This time, I decided not to let the op-
portunity slip away. The importance of the 
program to me was not only becoming more 
engaged with other modelers and sharing 
the lessons I learned, but also in sharpen-
ing my own attention and skills in order to 
present the best material in each of the nine 
modeling categories in the Achievement 
Program I chose to enter. Realizing what 
the judges would review was of the upmost 
importance, which I am now keeping in 
mind as I begin my newest modeling effort, 
building a model of the Colorado Midland 
in 1897 with all scratch built engines in 
Proto 48 O gauge. 

Andrew has earned the following cer-
tificates: Motive Power, Cars, Structures, 
Scenery, Prototype Models, Electrical, 
Dispatcher, and Author.

Light (and heavy) reading
from the Kalmbach Memorial Library.

The Postwar Freight Car Fleet
This 240-page hardcover book, 
authored by historians Larry Kline and 
Ted Culotta, features over 350 black 
and white archival photos, tables 
and graphs of company and private 
ownership, historical car design 
texts from the first half of the 20th 
century, and more.

Steam on the Feather River 
Route   A 192-page tour of steam 
locos from the Western Pacific 
Railroad. From the Library’s 
Harold Miller Collection, each 
photo in this hardcover book 
has a detailed caption.  A 
comprehensive roster is also 
included.

Porter Steam Locomotives
John White called them “The Forgotten 

Servants.”  Over 300 pages of this 
softcover book relate the history of the 

H.K. Porter Locomotive Company 
through its 13th edition catalog.  All 

695 standard designs, plus technical 
info, photos, illustrations, and a 

roster.  Photo survey from the KML 
Porter Collection.  

The History, Making and Modeling 
of Steel   Already a classic and in its 
third printing!  The late Dean Freytag, 

the NMRA’s celebrated “Man of 
Steel,” fills 165 pages of this 

hardcover book with everything you 
need to know to understand and 

model this fascinating industry. 

To Order: Mail: 4121 Cromwell Road, Chattanooga, TN 37421  
Phone: (423) 892-2846 • Fax: (423) 899-4869.  Shipping for each: 
$8.95 in the U.S., $12.95 outside the U.S. (except “Postwar Fleet,” 
$15.00 outside the U.S.). 9.25% sales tax applies for TN residents.
U.S. funds only. Visa, MasterCard, American Express & Discover.

$8.00 members
$18.00 non-members

$47.95 members
$65.95 non-members

$15.00 members
$25.00 non-members

 $49.95 members
$64.95 non-members
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NMRA Magazine
(1/3 page ad):
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When you give the gift of an NMRA membership, you’re giving someone
a gift they can use all year long. From accessing our online photo archives
to getting special deals on books, to attending Division and Region
meets, an NMRA member has a wealth of benefits to take advantage of. 

We’ll send your new member a membership
card, then bill you separately. Call HQ for details
and ordering.  Allow 4 weeks for processing.

Perfect as a gift for holidays, birthdays,
graduations, Fathers Day, Mothers Day...even
Valentine’s Day!

This year, give a card they’ll treasure all year!
w w w . n m r a . o r g

4 2 3 - 8 9 2 - 2 8 4 6

We make it even more fun.

The best 
gift card
you’ll
ever give.

(Or receive!)

NATIONAL MODEL RAILROAD ASSOCIATION®

4121 CROMWELL RD., CHATTANOOGA, TN 37421

PHONE: (423) 892-2846  FAX: (423) 899-4869 

The person whose name is shown below is

an ambassador of the NMRA and is entitled

to all due privileges of NMRA membership

until the expiration date of this card.

Membership
number

Expiration
date

123456 00
01/08/12

Bob R. Kabuse

Member since: 01/08/11


